Sidney Community School District
Board of Directors Regular Meeting

October 19, 2015   1004 Illinois St   7:00 p.m.

Call meeting to order and determine quorum


The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Heidi Lowthorp. Directors present were Heidi Lowthorp, Alisha Ettleman, Larry Holt and Mike Daly. Directors absent was Erika Graham. Also present were Superintendent Gregg Cruickshank, 7-12 Principal Bill Huntington, PK-6 Principal Linda Spencer, Business Manager Jennifer Maher and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.
Recognition of guests and public comment


Representing the bus drivers were Gary Whipple and Dennis Golden. They expressed concerns with the loading of buses on Fletcher Street during dismissal at the elementary. They also expressed concerns with student parking at the high school.


Brad Johnson, past Board Director, was present to receive a plague of appreciation for his years of service at Sidney Schools.

Approve agenda


Motion to approve the agenda was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Daly. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Approve minutes-September regular meeting


Motion to approve the minutes of September 21, 2015 regular meeting was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Daly. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0
Consider bills to be paid


Motion to approve the bills as presented was made by Director Daly with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Financials


Business Manager, Jennifer Maher, informed the Board that a $15,000 transfer from general fund into nutrition fund will be necessary to cover the beginning of year nutrition expenses.


Motion to approve the financial report as presented was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Daly. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Audiences


Theresa Bryant, Nutrition Director, discussed with the Board the need for another part-time employee in the kitchen due to the increased number of students being served. The Board agreed to run an advertisement for employment.

Angie Sheldon, Aleria Alexander, and Libby Weber presented smart board technology uses in their classrooms.

Administrators report

Mrs. Spencer presented the PK-6 principal’s report.

Mr. Huntington presented the 7-12 principal’s report.


Mr. Cruickshank presented the Superintendent’s report.


Director Ettleman left the meeting at 9:06 p.m.

Discussion

Enrollment and financial considerations


An eleven year enrollment history was reviewed. K – 12 served enrollment was 338.6 students in 2014-15 and is 391.8 students in 2015-16, an increase of 53.2.  The unspent authorized budget report was reviewed with an estimated ending fund balance for fiscal year 2015 of $1,229,000.
Facilities, transportation, considerations


Bids were reviewed to install a sidewalk on north side of parking lot to help with the loading and unloading of students at the elementary.


Bids were reviewed for purchasing a Toro lawn mower.


Bids were reviewed for purchasing a 65 passenger gas bus.


Attendance centers are in good shape and the Ag shop is adequately serving Ag/Auto programs. The football field, track and elementary gym are serving their purpose but starting to show their age.


The equity visit from the Department of Education December 9 and 10 will help determine priorities for facilities projects.

Technology


The Board would like to continue with the commitment to keep current with technology opportunities for students and it interested in information  regarding a voted PPEL.

Discussion/Action

Instructional Support Levy/Program Resolution to Participate


Motion to participate in the Instructional Support Levy for a period of five years from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2021 was made by Director Daly with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0

Sharing partnerships


Motion to allow Nishnabotna junior high girls to participate in the Sidney junior high girls basketball program for the 2015/16 season was made by Director Daly with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0

Modified Allowable Growth/Supplemental State Aid


Motion to ask the School Budget Review Committee for Modified Allowable Growth/Supplemental State Aid in the amount of $260,600/73 for the 2015 special education deficit was made by Director Holt with second by Director Daly. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0

Action

Employment of personnel

Motion to hire Luke Buttry as JH Head Boys Basketball Coach, Alissa Moreland as JH Assistant Boys Basketball Coach, Kent Larsen as Assistant JH Girls Basketball Coach, Bill Huntington as Head Girls Basketball Coach, and Teri Whitehead as Assistant HS Boys Basketball Coach was made by Director Daly with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0


Motion to appoint Mike Daly as Volunteer Assistant HS Girls Basketball Coach was made by Director Holt with second by Director Lowthorp. Motion carried. Ayes 2 Nays 0 Abstain 1 (Mike Daly)


Motion to hire Iesha Connelly and Kameron Johnson as teacher associates was made by Director Holt with second by Director Daly. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0

Board Comment

The condition of the School/Community Fitness Facility has become a concern. Members of Sidney Pride have volunteered to apply for grants to improve equipment and upkeep of the facility. Mr. Huntington has an equipment wish list at his office.

Celebrations

Congratulations to:


Faith Brumbaugh was published in the 2015 Young American Poetry Digest.



Elise Chapman and family were invited to meet President Obama in Des Moines after he read a letter sent to him from Elise.


High School Band place 4th out of 29 schools at Clarinda Band Days.


Junior High Girls Volleyball undefeated for the 4th straight year.


High School Girls Volleyball won both Corner Conference Regular Season and Tournament titles.


High School Girls Volleyball won the Siouxland Volleyball Tournament.

Adjournment


Motion to adjourn at 9:50 p.m. was made by Director Holt with second by Director Daly. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0

NEXT REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING WILL BE HELD NOVEMBER 16, 2015
This publication of minutes is the unofficial report of action taken.  Official minutes are available for review at the Sidney Community School District after approval at the next regular board meeting.

